


7     LETTERS FOR SHARING

 From Scho Girls .....continued from page 3

 
Angela Walton-Raji ‘69-  Just received two mailings from 
St. Scho this week and recognized some names from my 
time there. I was the class of 69---the Academy closed near 
the end of my junior year, so I ended up my last year at St. 
Ann’s, although my heart was always at St. Scholastica. Liv-
ing now in Maryland, but was just in Ft. Smith for a history 
conference. I was thrilled to see Sr. Maria DeAngeli (whom 
I knew years ago as. Sr. Maria Goretti) and Sr. Pierre, whom 
I had as principal at St. John’s. Hope to reconnect with oth-
ers from classes of 68 & 69 with whom I have lost touch. 
-Angela-
Ft. Smith (now live in MD)
Email: 	 AngelaW859@aol.com
 
Margaret Ermann Price ‘55 -  received my alumnator 
today and was saddened to see the death news of Sister 
Norbert, Marie Clinton Berry, and Rita Buss Hand. Sister 
Norbert was a prefect when I was at St. Scho. and the girls 
were my classmates. It has been only a few years since I had 
seen both of these girls. Rita had sent me a picture of her 
twin grandchildren and I was just looking at it today. Rita 
also passed away on the very same day as my husband. We 
would have been married 50 years in just 4 months. I have 
talked to Mary Jane Kern Moore twice already this year and 
it is always good to hear from her. It always makes me feel 
like we are still so very young because she still sounds the 
same. I would like to hear from others from our class. I hope 
to make the reunion this summer.
Broken Arrow, OK
 
Jane Anhalt Calvert ‘59 - Recently moved from Sher-
wood, AR to LR. I lost my husband in 2006 so have moved 
to smaller patio home. Graducated 1959 and look forward 
to reunion this summer. Would love to hear from any class-
mates...Janie
Little Rock, AR
Email: 	 jotcalvert@comcast.net

Nancy Beecher Winter ‘68 - Hi Sister Cabrini, Good to 
hear from you, as always. Yes,it is scorchingly hot here. I hope 
this front moves out of the region soon.  The high we’ve had 
is a sizzling l06  degrees with a heat index of 113. Dick and I 
are well and  are staying cool.
	 JOYFUL GIFTS is a wonderful gift from the sisters 
of St. Scholastica, who were our teachers and still are our 
mentors and friends. I cherish  the gift. It is so special alll 
of the hard work and time it took for you, Sister Christine, 
Maryanne;. Dorothy and Debbie to compile, edit the book 
and  present the wonderful layout turned into a master-
piece.
	 Everytime I read through the poems, I discover 
more beauty and depth in many of them.  Sister Scholas-
tica’s poems  were so special.  I felt like she was looking over 
my shoulder as I read them. Sister Consuella’s poems are 
beautiful--especially enjoyed the ones about the rose.
	 Enjoyed Sister Bede’s poetry. All of her poetry was 
so good and much of it historically timely. She was the best 
history teacher that I ever had.  I have fond memories about 

the many lively class discussions we had about current 
events, social issues and also past history. She won many 
well-deserved acolades for her poetry.
	 Really enjoyed all your poetry,Sister Cabrini.  Espe-
cially I enjoyed the prose piece”Welcoming Tomorrow” and 
the poem “ Sacred Space”. I think most can relate to that 
poem.  I have never seen that thought in poetry before. So 
true.   Enjoyed your litany of praise in a “Hymn of Praise” 
and the poem “Father Forgive”.
	 Sister Macrina ‘s writings are always a treat to read. 
I enjoyed  reading her poetry and am going to put “Grate-
fully Yours”  in my prayer book.  I think it makes a wonderful 
prayer.   I have read a TREE FULL OF ANGELS and have 
begun to read sevensacredpauses.  I hope to attend a retreat 
given by Sister Macrina if she is scheduled in the Spring of 
2011 at the St.Scholastica Monastery.
I discovered a treasure of beauty in all of the sisters’ poetry.
	 Thank you and all the wonderful sisters again for 
this wonderful keepsake of a very special part of my life.
Bartlesville, OK
Email: wintersrichard@att.net

Burma (Fiorino) Domenico ‘67 - Enjoying my recent re-
tirement after teaching Kindergarten for 30 years! I have 2 
wonderful sons, Joe (40) and Jay (38). Still waiting for grand-
children...Married (41 years) to my college sweetheart, Jim! 
We traveled to St. Petersburg, Russia in November 2010.
I have such fond memories of dear friends and teachers at 
St. Scholastica. I hope that you will contact me if you are in 
Florida; you all remain in my prayers and in my heart.
129 Island Dr. Ponte Vedra Beach, Fl. 32082
(904)-285-5444 jimandburma@comcast.net

Irma Estela Viala Mejia ‘61 - I and my family moved to 
from Northern Virginia in 1979, raised two daughters.  Al-
though I lost my husband 10 years ago, my children and their 
families live nearby in Manassas, VA.  I am blessed to have a 
job I love as a bilingual medical interpreter at Inova Alex-
andria Hospital bilingual medical interpreter.Aleaxandria, Va
Email: viale1942@yahoo.com

(Editor note:  I, Julie Lineberry, ‘66  got the directory and 
emailed Irma this week.  We live within a mile of each other 
and I am a Eucharistic minister on Tuesdays to bring Holy 
Communion to the Catholics in the Inova Alexandria Hos-
pital so we believe that we may have met and did not know 
that we were both “Scho girls”



Dues and Donations
Sept. 1, 2009 – Aug. 31, 2010

Donations

Thanks to ALL!

Betty Ahlert Hoover
Mary Ahne Griesemer
Delores Anhalt Bennett
Alicia Austin
Celeste Avlos Corbin
Jeanne Baltz
Susan Baltz Schmitz
Bernice Bartsch Been
Jean Becker Holman
Joyce Beecher Taylor
Bettye Bercher Franz
Bernice Bergup
Gilda Bergup Macksam
Marcella Bergup Geiss
Jane Berry Sanders
Carol Ann Binz Blaschke
Sandra Borengasser Ahlert
Susan Borengasser Gamble
Mary Jean Bradney Black
Patricia Breen Harder
Ormalene Brockman Artho
Frances Canady Byrd
Patricia Casey Wanslow
Mary Frances Clifton Gottsponder
Ann Cooper Childs
Susan Cooper Koenigseder
Mary Ann Cullivan Canterbury
Rose Cullivan Hock
Carole Denault Tilley
Virginia DeSalvo Lambert
Betty Duerr Post
Debbie Duerr Hartley Bowman
Mary Frances Duerr Wooton
Barbara Ebbing Sax
Carolyn Eckart Lensing
Charlotte Eckart Ward/Tencleve
Linda Eckart Starling
Roselyn Eckart Layes
LaVerne Elsken
Margaret Ermann Price
Betty J. Etzkorn
Lori Fetsch Ward
Barbara Fischer Fitts
Jo Ann Fite Butler
Patricia Fox Pendleton
Margaret Mary Frantz
Jere Marie Franz Brown (dec)
Mary Lou Friemel Willmann
Barbara Friga

Betty Jane Furstenberg Tucker
Josephine Furstenberg Enzenberger
June Furstenberg Lyons
Mary Ellen Furstenberg
Marilyn Gangluff Gunther
Doris Geels Koch
Emily Geels Soller
Evelyn Geels Wofford
Lillian Geels Kohler
Lona Mae Geels Seiter
Mary Rita Geels Koenigseder
Theresa Geels Klein
Judith Geels Moran
Nancy Gisler Lensing
Joan Glenn Stavig
Barbara Gorrell Bauer
Mary Rita Gorrell Duerr
Linda Gramlich Batcheler
Geraldine Greuel Herzog
Kay Greve Pope
Jana Gutsche Martin
Delores Hartman Gangluff
Mary Henry Stewart
Elizabeth Hensen Jansen
Patricia Hensen Lucy
Beth Hoffman Frazier
Dorothy Huber Barton
Mary Ann Hug Geels
Betty Intres Spruell
Rosetta Kern Lensing
Lois L. Kerschen
Carmelita Klein Weisenfels (dec)
Rose Knittig Enderlin
Janelle Knoedel Lazzo
Joan Knoedel Rodemann
Mary Koenigseder Zimmer
Lorene Kremers Sharum
Teresa Layes Roos
Catherine Leding Klober
Mary M. Leding Heiss
Linda Limbird Fiddler
Helen Lisko Henry
Sandra Lux Hall
Milly Martin Wewers
Mary Louise Maus Hoffman
Mary Jane Miller Patterson
Agnes Marie Minden Carson
Alicia Minden
Adrianne Morsani Graham

Dorothy Neihouse Caldarera
Leona Neihouse Little
Gertrude Nolte Gramlich
Dorothy Jean Oberste Clay
Judy Orscheln Wright
Barbara Pirker Greco
Irma Pittroff
Antonia (Toni) Post Plugge
Estelle Post Conatser
Gertrude Post Vaught
Dolores Raible Stemper
Annie Reith Farr
Mary Reith Maestri
Joanne Rinke
Mary Margaret Risse Devaney
Julie Robben Lineberry
Claudia Robbins Scherrey
Marilyn Rofkahr Zeiler
Anna Laura Rotert Furstenberg
Mary Jane Rotert Haynes
Marilyn Sax Boyd
Agnes Schmitz Hess
Betty Lu Schwartz Kreutzer
Kitty Sue Schwartz Hug
Shirley Rae Senko
Evangeline Sharum Werner
Rosemary Sharum Rader
Susan Shaw Barry
Magdalen Siebenmorgen Cesare
Mary A Siebenmorgen Weisenfels
Doris Ann Simmons Worden
Jo Ella Simmons Newbury
Linda Simmons Peters
Katie Strobel Simmons 
Mary Louise Strope Velte
Catherine Udouj Nolte
Mitzi Udouj Osborne
Annette Vogelpohl Knittig
Mary Lee Von Hatten Jacobowitz
Joanita VonderHeide Roper
Josephine Wenger Klober
Carole Dee Wewers Rogers
Debbie Wewers Bentley
Patricia Wewers Reid
Phyllis AnnWewers Dalmut
Rosemary Wewers Reith
Theresa Marie Wewers Boekholder
Wilma Wewers Ahlert
Geraldine White McFarland



9     HOMILY DELIVERED BY Msgr, John O’Donnell  at Reunion Mass July 2010

Tell you what Alumnae, class and school reunions can be pretty 
treacherous, maybe surprising, you know.  We wonder, do I look 
as bad as she does. Goodness gracious.  Or, gosh, I think I look 
more successful than anybody else in this class and then when 
somebody comes up and says , hey, you look great, you know they 
are lying.

So, hey listen girls, I presume this morning we all, whether we 
are boys or girls, or what, looked in the mirror to shave or what-
ever, and sometimes it is startling when we look in the mirror and 
see all those chicken feet and you know you begin to see every-
thing going south then you say, is that really me?  Now, if we were 
the wicked queen we’d look in the mirror and say, mirror mirror 
on the wall who’s the fairest one of all and it better be me.   Right?  
That’s the way we feel.

Or, you know, we could recall Shakespeare’s Hamlet, remember 
this in one of his soliloquies saying, our end is to hold the mirror 
up to nature to show virtue her own future, scorn her own image 
and the very age and body of the time is formed and pressure, oh 
Hamlet you suppressed that day.  Hold the mirror up to nature 
and then hope for the best. Nature scorned of her own image 
from what besets us when we look in the mirror.  

Now this morning I thought just for fun let’s take a look at 
the reunion that took place sometime ago in Bethany.  They got 
together at a house, and Jesus, Lazarus, his buddy, and two sisters, 
Mary and Martha.  A little reunion, a little talk,  and lets presume 
here that each of the ladies, Mary and Martha, brought with them 
a kind of a little frame and Martha’s frame had a kind of silver 
filament behind it  so there really is a mirror and you look, and, 
oh, it’s me. Mary’s frame was a window, didn’t have that filament, 
you look – you could see everybody else out there.  So here they 
are, you know, reading, having a little glass of wine, maybe a little 
cocktail party there on the deck before they had dinner and ev-
erybody having a nice time, enjoying themselves.  So during all this 
Martha gets up and surreptitiously sneaks away to the kitchen and 
she fires up the grill and begins to cook and  every once in awhile 
she would take  a look in the glass and in her narcissistic state she 
would only see herself and all the work that she had to do, buy the 
groceries.  Her sister, Mary, sat at the feet of Jesus out there with 
her glass and she saw the feet of Jesus and all the other people 
were gathered around there and Martha, looking from her mirror, 
could see Mary out there in this intimate conversation with Jesus.  
She goes ballistic.  

Now all the Bible says is that Martha went out and said, hey, 
Lord, why don’t you get my sister, Mary, to help me.  I’m doing it all.  
And Jesus says, hey relax.   What’s the matter with you?      That’s 
what the Bible says.  What the Bible didn’t say is this.  When Mar-
tha went out there she said, God knows I’ve done all I can to keep 
this family together.  I mean I’ve slaved, I’ve cooked, I’ve stayed at 
home.  I’ve done everything.  I mean, poor Lazarus, he’s always 
complaining.  He’s sick.  There is something wrong with him all the 
time.  Who takes care of him?  I do.  And Mary, Miss Goody Two 
Shoes, and you are – just everybody thinks you are so holy and 
good, the town saint.  The house devil.  And so Martha just goes 
on.  She got ballistic and exploded and just said a lot of things that 
a lot of us say, and I’m here to tell you, you know, Mary, you’re 
not the holy thing you think you are.  Now, you can imagine Jesus 
sitting there as a guest, he’s pretty embarrassed when the family 
starts fighting,  well, and he felt, well, I shouldn’t have come to this 
place.  Wow, these people don’t get along.  Out of town they do, 

but back here they don’t.     
But Jesus handles it nicely.  He says, hey Martha, relax, just cool 

it will you.  Everything is going to be okay.  You are doing good, and 
Mary is doing good, we are all doing good.  So let’s just sit down 
and have a nice dinner.

Now, what we notice, ladies and gentlemen, is that Jesus said 
yeah, okay, Martha you’ve done the good part  and Mary there has 
done the better part.   Now, what he didn’t say was, who has done 
the best part.  Because it is good, better and best.  He didn’t say 
either one of them was doing the best part.  So, what does that 
mean for us?  When you get the good, the better and the best 
that means you can get people who are active like Martha doing 
the Lord’s work, but then we also need people who are reflective, 
contemplative, and doing the Lord’s prayer.   But the best thing 
is to put them together in the same person.  The same Christian 
that we are at times both active and also contemplative.  And all 
you alumnae from St. Scholasticas grew up with that.  At least you 
experienced it when you spent time on this holy ground with 
these holy teachers.  You saw what it was like to meditate and 
to contemplate.  And I hope you carried that with you.  But you 
always saw what it is to be active and to get out there and get the 
job done and do what Jesus asks us to do and to get moving.  So 
when we come to talking about reunions, gatherings, in this holy 
house, I think about -- you grew up at a time in your life in kind of 
a very special contemplative, active, meditative and useful philoso-
phy, theology.  And I hope that you carried that with you into your 
lives today.  When you come back to this holy acreage, if you look 
at the nuns and you remember old sister-so-and-so, she did this 
and that and the other thing, at great old St. Scholasticas in Fort 
Smith, Arkansas.    You know, if you don’t mind me being personal, 
in my own ministry in Arkansas, I must confess that nowhere, no-
where in the State of Arkansas, in the Diocese of Little Rock have 
I found the mirror and the glass of contemplation and action more 
than in the Sisters of St. Benedict of St. Scholasticas.   I look back 
over the years which aren’t too many, I just look old,  you alumnae 
here are products of that great history.  Maybe some of you don’t 
know, and I’ll throw out a few things, that the forerunner of the 
window and the mirror in Arkansas, the Diocese ,  of the liturgical 
movement of the ecumenical movement, of the spiritual move-
ment, the social movement, every  facet of Christian, and Ameri-
can if I might say, living was formed right here at St. Scholasticas by 
these nuns .  After Vatican II there were  tumultuous times as some 
of us remember about how far we should “go”,  what we should 
do, how are we going to implement all that and all we had to do 
was look at St. Scholasticas -- I mean for us to look at St. Scho-
lasticas -- Bishops, Priests, the whole diocese and say, what is this 
ecumenical council all about?  How do we implement that?  And 
you beautiful nuns have done that.  Especially, do I recall the beauti-
ful faith, perseverance, courage  of Mother Jane Frances Brockman, 
Mother Benita Wewers, Mother Columba Walters, Sister Norbert 
Hoelting.  Such a noble tradition and you alumnae again are the 
inheritors of that great deposit of faith, the mirror and the glass.  

Now, it’s part of your tradition, right,  this week happens to be 
a great jubilee week  among the Benedictine sisters again of St. 
Scholasticas.  So let me throw out a couple of people we are going 
to honor:  Sister deChantal Hyland.  She is 103 years old and still 
going, celebrating 85 years of monastic life.  Sister Rose Ashour, 
75 years as a Benedictine,  Sister Consuella Bauer, 75 years, Sister 
Pierre Vorster, 70 years of monastic life, Sister Miriam Hoffman 60 

Reunion Homily continued on page 10



Check It OUT  & Check IN
at St. Scho Alumnae on the web.

View the Guest Book to read messages from 
and to leave messages for your classmates, learn 
about Chat Room that can be set up for online 
visiting, look at photos and the Alumnator. It can 
be viewed in color! 

Save the Association valuable $$  by receiving 
the next issue electronically -  see note on page 
11!

Facebook pages are free ! Join and become a Fan 
of St Scholastica Academy
 You control who can access your page.

www.stschoalumnae.org

46  “girls” have Facebook pages and are Fans of the 
“St Scholastica Academy Alumnae - Ft Smith Arkan-
sas “page’ Come join us!

Julie Robben Lineberry ‘66 
julie.lineberry@verizon.net
call me - I will walk you through 
the process, if you need extra help.
(703-548-7663)	

Check it out!
St. Scholastica Monastery on the internet with web 
pages, blogs & Facebook fans.
Find out about :
News, Events, Retreat schedules, Sr. Macrina’s blog, in-
spirational stories and photos.
 Go to :  http://www.stscho.org/

years, Sister Anne Michelle Raley, 60 years,   Sister Louise Sharum, 
60 years, Sister Mary Hawkins, 60 years, Sister Regina Schroeder, 
50 years.   Does that not say something to you?  Does that say 
something to you about their courage, patience, perseverance 
and at  the same time the kind of tenacity that those Reverend 
Mothers we had in those days after Vatican II who kept this to-
gether.  Showed all of us Bishops and Priests I’m thinking about 
now, you know, this is how you do it, this is what liturgy is all 
about.  This is what ecumenism is all about.  This is what the 
gospel is all about.   And it continues to this day in Fort Smith, 
Arkansas.  Just go down the street to the park periodically and 
see them out there demonstrating for life and justice and peace 
for all people.

So thanks be to God we are all here today to celebrate all this.  
To celebrate you, Alumnae, and you sweet sisters, we celebrate 
you.  To congratulate you for what you have done and what you 
continue to do.   So as we leave these sacred grounds, people, 
may we all carry with us this little simple thought.  Life is the 
mirror of queen and servant.  It is just who we are and do.  Then 
give to the world the best you have and the best will come back 
to you.  Thanks be to God for that and for these holy nuns of St. 
Scholastica, and you alumnae, you Scho girls.  Thank you.

Reunion Homily continued from page 9

Kay Schluterman “Kay B” Burrell
Burma Fiorena Domenico
Carolyn Thron Porr
Marilyn Schlaf Carson
Suzanne Robben Brown
Anna  Griesmer Chance
Ann Heinrichs
Dorothy Worner Sullivan
Libby Strawn
Cindy Bradney Shaw
CharMaine Taylor Beleele
Mary Ann Cullivan Canterbury
Peggy Cox Gaffke
Alicia Minden
Pat Breen Harder
Helen Lisko Henry
Shirley Pezzarossi
Mary Risse Devaney
Sr. Cabrini Schmitz
Mary Hart
Bonnie Ransdell Diefendorf
Peggy Konert
Carole Denault Tilley
Pat Hasler O’Hagan
Shirley Morgan Glenn

Kathy Furstenberg
Cathy Leding Klober
Mike Weyneth 
for his Mom Martha Jane Biltl
Angela Walton-Raji
Irma Estela Viale-Mejia
Rebecca Wiederkehr
Anne Graham
Carolyn Burns
Jane Ann Anhalt Calvert
Mary Rybak
Kay Dumesnil Calzone
Lois Kerschen
Mitzi Osborne
Maryanne Meyerriecks
Milly Martin Wewers
Mary Jean Schluterman Kiene
Susun Dodge
Maryann Yosten Sheaff
Jo (Barbara Musholt)Lightfoot

Sissi Bennett
Sr. Macrina Wiedekher

A note of thanks from Monsignor O’Donnell -- Con-
gratulations on the huge success of the Great Gathering 
of your reunion!  I am so grateful for the most generous 
honorarium even though it was my privilege to be with you 
Scho Girls at Mass.  Blessings and “The Best” to you in the 
years to come.
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     ST. SCHOLASTICA ALUMNAE ASSOCIATION
     2010 - 2011 Annual Dues

_____________________________________________________________    ________________
  First                      	  Maiden              		    Last    	   	 Year/Graduated/Attended

_____________________________________________________________________________________
Address

_____________________________________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip

____________________________________________                        _________________________ 
 Telephone                                                                                                   E-mail

_____This is a change of address, telephone number or email

_____I wish to receive the Monastery’s newsletter Horizons          

ANNUAL DUES $10.00 		  _______________________

Donation				    _______________________

Total Amount				    _______________________

Thank you for your continuing support of the Sisters of St. Scholastica Monastery

Please enclose this form with your dues/donation and send to:

                                              ST. SCHOLASTICA ALUMNAE ASSOCIATION
                                                          P. O. BOX 493
                                                FORT SMITH, ARKANSAS 72902	

Each copy the Alumnator cost $1.73 last year (printing & postage) for a total cost of $1602.95
Would you be willing to receive the Alumnator electronically to help in cutting costs to the Alumnae 
Association? (It is in color but can be printed if preferred in B&W). This and all past issuess are available on
the website at  www.stschoalumnae.org .

� Yes, I would be willing to receive my Alumnator online

        at the following email address:____________________________________

 or email your information to  <dorothysull@att.net> and/or <news@stschoalumnae.org>

St. Scholastica Monastery Retreat Center in the eastern end of the former academy building 
hosts meetings, retreats and days of recollection on a regular basis.
The Sisters need assistance preparing the rooms and the meals for these “Guests”  
	 If you have some time that you can give to this “Angels at the Table Ministry” please 
do so by indicating here 
� I can help -  	contact me at above numbers
......   or contact Dorothy Sullivan for details (479)452-7992 /< dorothysull@att.net>



St. Scholastica Alumnae Association
P.O. Box 493
Fort Smith, Arkansas 72902

2011 JUBILARIANS

	 	
25 years

Sister Frances Anne Braddock 
50 years

Sister Gabriel Brandt
	 Sister Jeremy Molett

60 years
Sister Cabrini Schmitz

	 Sister Rose Maria Birkenfeld
70 years

Sister Christine Eckart
75 years

Sister Hermana Siebenmorgen
	 Sister Columba Moseley


